
Dear Mr Marsh: Reference recently-published traffic management proposals 
for Menston ….
 
I am in possession of copies of email traffic between Gurnam Shergill (of 
BMDC Highways) and Richard Spencer (of Bryan G Hall, the Traffic 
Consultants) which state inter alia:
 
Referring to the High Royds development (incomplete then and now), and 
looking towards possible Planning Applications re. Derry Hill and Bingley 
Road, Menston, Mr Shergill advises Mr Spencer on 14 August 2009:
 

                “[I am advised that] first occupation was in 2007 however the 
site has not been fully completed or occupied. [My colleague] reckons 
it’s about 50% complete and only partially occupied.  When you come to 
do a TA for a future residential development you will have to take into 
account the likely impact of a fully completed development on the High 
Royds site. You may have to refer to the TA submitted by the developer 
of this site, which was dealt with by Leeds City Council.
 
                Regarding the traffic survey: the surveys of the junctions 
carried out in March 2008 are acceptable, however the layout of the 
junction of Bradford Road/Bingley Road/Buckle Lane has changed. A 
new left turn into Menston has been provided.  This should be looked at 
again.
 
                [In relation to traffic surveys] I would suggest you also look at 
the Moor Lane/Moor Road junction and the operation of the mini-
roundabout at Menston Drive/ Bingley Road junction, particularly for 
larger vehicle movements.
 
                As for long-term parking around the station. The council does 
have a draft proposal for TRO’s in this area, therefore any data you 
collect now might actually be useless if and when a scheme is 
delivered.”
 

You will be aware that no viable scheme for parking at or near the station has 
been provided, that the station car park is fully occupied every working day 
and that station-related (predominantly commuter) parking is spilling over into 
Farnley Road, Park Road, Cleasby Road, Main Street, Fairfax Road and 
elsewhere.  The only site which might have been suitable as an overspill car 
park (the waste land which was in front of the Menstone Club on Farnley 
Road) was recently approved for housing and is close to completion of the 
development.
 
As regards Derry Hill, Menston, Mr Shergill states on 3 September 2009:



 
                “Regarding the above site.  I have received a list of concerns 
from our Traffic Engineer that need to be taken into consideration when 
looking at the highway impact of the proposed development site.
 
                As previously mentioned, the High Royds development 
should be taken into account. It is only half finished at the moment and 
then again only half of that being taken up.  The full impact of this 
development needs to be considered.
 
                Although it is not a committed development, the potential 
impact of the Bingley Road site also needs to be taken account of now.”
 

I also have a copy of guidance from the Traffic Engineer, dated 31 August 
2009, relating to the Derry Hill proposed housing development, as follows:
 

                “A65 Bradford Road is the nearest classified road to the 
development site, therefore the development will have a significant 
impact upon the roads in the area and increase traffic on the 
A65 Bradford Road.
 
                The site is bounded by substandard highway network and the 
centre of the village is a conservation area.  Any projected traffic 
associated with the development should be discouraged from using the 
Menston village (Derry Hill, Burley Lane and Main Street). Appropriate 
traffic management measures would be necessary to address this 
issue.”
 

The guidance goes on to specify numerous improvements to highway 
surfaces, junctions and visibility splays (eg. Moor Lane/Moor Road, Cleasby 
Road/ Station Road, Derry hill itself and the Bingley Road/Derry Hill and 
Bingley Road/Hillings Lane junctions).  It also specifies where footpath 
improvements or new footpath construction will be needed and a “parking 
review aimed at reducing inconvenience caused by commuter parking to local 
residents” .  As far as I can see, none of these issues has been fully 
addressed in the proposals recently placed into the public domain.
 
I should also bring to your attention the fact that if the Derry Hill, Bingley Road 
and Chartford Homes developments are authorised to proceed, this will 
create 321 new dwellings, to which should be added the residual 
approximately 280 dwellings not yet constructed on High Royds (and this site 
is still not completed and far from fully occupied).  Thus, there are an 
anticipated 600 dwellings still planned for construction and occupation, of 
which the majority are stated to be “family homes” with two car spaces each 
and potentially 4.3 residents per dwelling.



 
According to the Bradford District-Wide Transport Study, October 2010, 
produced for BMDC by Steer Davies Gleave (as part of the evidence-base for 
the Core Strategy) each new dwelling in Bradford District will generate 8.48 
vehicle trips per day.  This is an average, of course, but according to the 
Dept. for Transport, the lack of rail connections and capacity or direct bus 
routes in the Wharfedale Ward of Bradford Council results in 73% of journeys 
to/from workplaces being made by car, far higher than most other Wards.  It 
seems to me that there is no current plan to deal with the additional 5,088 
vehicle trips per day (600 x 8.48) which will result if these developments 
proceed.  The A65 is already at traffic saturation, according to a report 
produced by Leeds City Council, and as confirmed by a study undertaken by 
MET Engineers on behalf of WARD (Wharfedale & Airedale Review 
Development).  I can supply copies of these documents if you have not yet 
studied them.
 
Let me point out furthermore that:
 
·         few Menston residents are employed in Bradford because the 
employment profile of Bradford is different from the skills profile of the 
majority of Menston residents and there is no direct bus service from Menston 
to Bradford

·         even if there was a direct bus service to Bradford, such is the 
congestion on the A6038 that journey times would be in excess of 1 hour at 
morning and evening peak, so it simply offers no advantage compared with 
travel by car but imposes rigidity on routes

·         bus journeys to Leeds are limited to the 33/33A service unless they 
commence from Guiseley, thus involving a change, and can often take an 
hour, thus discouraging any commuter from even contemplating a bus 
journey for their daily commute

·         if the developments at Derry Hill and Bingley Road were to proceed, it 
is for certain that the walking distances to Menston station would be viewed 
as excessive and a deterrent (particularly during adverse weather, and given 
the gradient for walking between either of those sites and Menston station.  
This would be the case particularly for women in business attire (including 
high heels) or accompanied by children, pushing prams or buggies, anyone 
laden with shopping and those who have a mobility problem).  It is obvious, 
and happening now, that residents at the periphery of Menston will choose to 
use a car and try to park near Menston station, exacerbating the problems 
which are insoluble unless a multi-storey car park is built on the station site.

 
Menston is a village! It does not have the infrastructure, nor is its geography 
or topography amenable to expansion to facilitate future infrastructure to 



allow it to accommodate another 2,500 residents and 5,000+ car journeys per 
day.  We have no secondary school places for our children now that Guiseley 
School has reached its capacity.  We have 15 shops and one medical 
practice for our existing population of 4,000. The proposed new medical 
practice at High Royds is not going to be developed.  Our streets and 
junctions are narrow and increasingly unsafe because of parking.  Our 
Victorian drainage system is overloaded and more housing will exacerbate 
the existing flood and drainage problems. For goodness’ sake, IS NOBODY 
WITHIN BRADFORD COUNCIL ABLE TO SEE AND COMPREHEND THESE 
SIMPLE FACTS?


