
Menston 
 

Local Development Plan 
was announced earlier this month.  Menston has been downgraded 

and the number of houses proposed for the future has been 
reduced from 900 to 400.  Further information about this will be available shortly. 
Meanwhile, the fight continues against development on the Derry Hill and Bingley Road fields, which apart from 
destroying the character of our village, would lead to more flooding and increased sewerage flowing down the 
street, according to the best expert evidence.  
Two new planning applications have recently been made for the Bingley Road fields, which we must act on now: 
 
 

Bingley Road (Chartford Homes) application ref 13/04451/MAF 
This is a new separate planning application to build 12 houses on the field at the north-east of the Bingley Road site.  The 
plans include building another exit junction on Bingley Road between the Cleasby Road junction and the proposed new 
Taylor Wimpey junction.   
The Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) carried out by CoDa Structures on behalf of Chartford Homes has falsely understated 
the ground water issues on this site.  Their FRA says that 
water does pond on the surface over the line of the piped water course to a depth of approximately 25-  
Their assessment is wrong in this matter.  Ground water on this site regularly rises to levels far exceeding the level 
stated in the FRA.   Following periods of heavy rainfall, the water rises from the ground to substantial depths sometimes 
by 50cm (500mm) or more.  The evidence is that this ground water is originating from elsewhere.  Flooding of this field is 
also noted in the FRA carried out by Eastwood & Partners for the adjacent Taylor Wimpey site.  Groundwater flooding 
poses a significant risk in the local area and there is concern that the water stored naturally on this site will be pushed 
elsewhere to cause flooding downstream, if this site, which is a natural detention basin, is filled in.  This may affect 
residents in the vicinity, and in particular on Red House Gardens, Hawksworth Close, and Cleasby Road.  
 
 

Bingley Road (Taylor Wimpey) application ref 13/04897/MAF 
This is another new application for full planning permission to build 134 dwellings and associated works on the fields on 
Bingley Road.  The previous applications in 2010 and 2011 were for outline planning permission only. 
The Geo-environmental appraisal for these fields, carried out by Sirius Geotechnical & Environmental Ltd, concluded that 
the site is located within an area in which ground water flooding may be a significant issue.  It goes on to say that 
installation of below-ground rainwater / greywater storage, to conform to sustainability codes, is unlikely to be practical 
owing to the potential positive buoyancy of such tanks within the shallow groundwater regime, and that this may 
exacerbate the requirement for increased site discharges into existing drainage systems.  However, Yorkshire Water has 
previously said that the local sewer network does not have the capacity to accept any additional discharge of 
surface water from the proposal site. 
 
 

To object to, or comment on, either of the above planning applications, please write to: 
Mr Stewart Currie, Planning Service, Bradford District Metropolitan Council, 
3rd Floor, Jacobs Well, Bradford, BD1 5RW 

If objecting to both, please write separate letters for each site, and quote the following references in all correspondence: 
 Chartford Homes application for 12 dwellings:  13/04451/MAF 
 Taylor Wimpey application for 134 dwellings:  13/04897/MAF 

Alternatively, comments may be submitted online at http://www.planning4bradford.com/online-applications/   
The relevant applications can be then found by using search references 13/04451/MAF or 13/04897/MAF. 
 
 

Derry Hill (Barratt Homes site) 
Full planning permission was granted on 24th October 2013.  The original drainage condition is still in place.  We have 
strong evidence that the current plans will increase flood risk to neighbouring residents in particular on Moorfield Avenue.  
Your solicitors are ready to act in the event that there is any attempt to increase flood risk. 
 
 

How is our MP helping? 
Following conversations with various Menston residents, Philip Davies MP has confirmed that he has asked for an 

-
 

he recently asked in the House. 
Philip Davies is pursuing his request for a debate and 
with the Council itself, and also with the Local Government Ombudsman. 
 
 

We still need to raise money to pay for specialist legal and technical advice. Please help to save your village by writing a cheque to 
Menston Action Group ses below. 

 3 Albany Row, Main Street (between Menston Arms and Dicks Garth) 
 4 West Winds (off Moor Lane) 
 39 Hawksworth Drive (behind the primary school) 
 2 Red House Gardens (top of Cleasby Road) 
 Small Print, Main Street, Menston (opposite the Malt Shovel) 

Any questions or ideas to help, please phone 01943 872607 or 877774 or email menston@hotmail.co.uk 
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